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Soup will feed the body March 16

Art feeds the soul everyday!
Last year’s Souper-er Bowl Event was so successful,
that we’re offering seconds … the second annual, that is.
For a $15 donation, participants get to choose a handcrafted bowl made in our pottery studio by local artists.
The bowl is yours to keep and will serve as a reminder
that soup feeds the body and ART feeds the soul!
You will also receive a simple, but lovely lunch of soup
donated by area restaurants, bread and a beverage.
The event is scheduled from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 16 at the Education & Dance Center, 601 Georgian
Place, Somerset, where there is an abundance of parking.
Tickets are available in advance at the Dressler Center
and at the door. You are welcome to eat in or take out.
Participating restaurants include Haz Beanz
Brewhouse Café, Oakhurst Grille & Event Center,
Chuckwagon, The Italian Oven, Eat 'n Park, Hoss's Steak &
Sea House, King's Family Restaurant, My Girls Deli &
Catering, Pine Grill Restaurant, Fraternal Order of Eagles,
Summer Smiles Honey and New Main Moon.
Other donors include Somerset Candy Company,
Starbucks, Sheetz, Walmart and Giant Eagle.
During the Soup-er Bowl Event, there will be a free
viewing of The One-Hundred Foot Journey as part of the
Films on the Town movie series presented by Laurel Arts,
Mary S. Biesecker Public Library, and Somerset, Inc. The
movie series is made possible by funding provided by The
Community Foundation of the Alleghenies. The film tells
the story of a chilly chef proprietress of a restaurant in
southern France who gets wind of a culinary immigrant
opening an Indian restaurant just 100 feet from her own.
Her icy protests escalate to all-out war between the two.
The story is a celebration of triumph over exile as these
two worlds collide and one young man tries to find the
comfort of home in every pot -- wherever he may be.

Local pottery artists who worked on bowls for this year’s
event include Jane Holt, Erin Glessner, Joy Knepp, Bridget
Mayak, Kathy Reed and Susan Wilson. Pictured are a few
of the more than 200 bowls that will be available. This
event will benefit the Laurel Arts Clay Studio and Somerset
County Mobile Food Bank.

Page 2

ArtLink

Upcoming exhibits …
March 8-March 29
Somerset Area School
District Art Exhibit
Artwork will reach from
floor to ceiling as Somerset
Area School District art
teachers showcase the
creative works of students
in Grades K-12.

Open house 1-3 pm
March 10
April 9-May 10
SCAA Members Show
Members of the Somerset
County Artists Association
are invited to showcase
their work in this exhibit.
You will be surprised and
impressed at the work
being done by your friends
and neighbors.

Open house 6-9 p.m.
Friday, April 12

MUSEUM &
GALLERY HOURS:
Monday-Thursday
11 am to 6 pm
Saturday
noon to 4 pm
closed Friday & Sunday
(except for exhibit
openings)

Fiber artists come together April 13
to explore Common Threads
Laurel Arts and the Somerset
Historical Center are partnering for a
third year to present to the public a
wide variety of historical and
contemporary fiber arts techniques
and information during a one-day
event. This event, entitled Common
Threads, will take place from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday, April 13 in the
unique museum space of the
Somerset Historical Center, 10649
Somerset Pike, Somerset.
Over a dozen regional fiber artists
will be demonstrating specific fiber
arts techniques such as basketry, rug
weaving, tapestry weaving, tatting,
needle felting, embroidery, quilting,
knitting, crocheting, spinning, rug
hooking, lace-making, printmaking on
fabric and much more! Artisans will
also be selling their handmade
products and providing hands-on
activities for participants.
Special presenters include Bonnie
Resinski, the “Silhouette Lady,”
whose one-woman fashion show
demonstrates the shapes of modern
clothing throughout the 20th century.
The other featured presenter is Diane
One of last year’s fiber artists demonstrating
Kelly who is an accomplished fiber
artist with a varied and interesting art/ lace making.
design background. She will be
speaking about the relationship between Fine Art and Fiber Art.
Common Threads is open to the public. Admission is $5 per person at the door.
There will be a food truck onsite throughout the day. Act 48 credits will be available to
teachers who attend.
For information about Common Threads contact Laurel Arts, 443-2433.

A summer of CreARTivity for your kids
Get all the details at www.laurelarts.org
Click on the classes tab, go to the drop down list, and click on summer camps for
complete details on themes, costs & how to register!
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Life without music would
Don’t give me credit for the headline … I merely
it! But, for members of
Somerset County Community Band, Laurel Highlands Chorale, the Roof Garden
Barbershop Chorus and the Somerset Auxiliary of the Johnstown Symphony
Orchestra (all affiliates of Laurel Arts), the sentiment is true.
I have the community band’s summer schedule sitting by my computer, and as
I look at it, I think, wow … I know what I’ll be doing this summer! My husband
plays trumpet with the band and serves as the group’s president. I haven’t played
a band instrument since high school, but I’ve been a roadie for many, many years
(it’s my van that we use to haul tympani to various summer concerts.)
So far, there are 16 performances on the band’s summer schedule including
stops in Bedford, Central City, Hidden Valley, Kingwood, Laurel Hill, Ligonier,
Meyersdale, Shanksville, Somerset and Stoystown.
Generally, 30 to 40 musicians show up for each performance; they also
practice almost every Thursday evening from mid-March through August.
Members range from teens to grandparents of teens (maybe even a few greatgrandparents!)
Nearly all band instruments are represented, and new members are always
welcome. No auditions, no chairs … just come as you are and play as you can!
What’s most important is that you enjoy playing, performing and keeping your
brain (that’s sharp, not hashtag!)
First rehearsal of the year will be Thursday, March 21 at Somerset Area Junior
High School. Come at 6 p.m. for some pizza and fellowship; rehearsal will start at
7:15 p.m.
If you don’t play a band instrument, perhaps you’d like to raise your voice!
Laurel Highlands Chorale is in the midst of rehearsals for its annual spring concert
to be held at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, May 5 and again at 7 p.m. Monday, May 6 at
Somerset Church of the Brethren. Plan to attend, enjoy this musical jamboree, and
think about joining in the fall.
Roof Garden Barbershop Chorus is always looking for gentlemen (sorry, ladies)
who want to harmonize. The chorus meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at Grace United
Methodist Church. Members perform throughout the year as a chorus and in
quartets at various events throughout the region. They also put on an annual
show in the fall. I’ve had the pleasure of working with these guys on choreography
for their show. They are a fun group; they will lift your spirits.
Another affiliate, Somerset Auxiliary of the Johnstown Symphony Orchestra
meets at 12:30 p.m. the first Thursday of the month at various locations to plan
fundraising events that help to support the JSO. Auxiliary members also volunteer
at performances. For more information about JSO, visit johnstownsymphony.org.
It’s to be a little bit intimidated by the talent the members of these affiliate
groups demonstrate; but don’t be. They will both mentor and appreciate you.
Contact info for these groups can be found on the next page. I
my case.
Cindy Breen, president, Laurel Arts Board of Directors

Our Dressler staff …
Jaclyn McCusker
Director of Development
April Davis
Business Manager
Kristin Ferre
Administrative & Membership
Assistant
Senda Harvey
Administrative Assistant
Linda Harrill Peck
Gallery Assistant / Curator
Marsha Schmuck
Classes / Programs Coordinator
Dave Slowak
Maintenance Director
This newsletter is published by Laurel Arts
for its members and friends.

Laurel Arts Board of Directors
Cindy Breen, president
Ellen Luchsinger, vice president
Mark Addleman, treasurer
Jeff Johnson, secretary
Verna Carberry
Sharon Clapper
Allison Finui
William Hoffman
Mike Mitchell
Catherine Quinn
Fred Rosemeyer
Brooke Sheeler
Mark Spiker
Legal Counsel
Lois Caton

The Philip Dressler Center
for the Arts
214 S. Harrison Avenue
Somerset, PA 15501
814-443-2433
jmccusker@laurelarts.org
The official registration and financial
information of Laurel Arts may be
obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling tollfree within Pennsylvania, 1-800-7320999. Registration does not imply
endorsement.
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Our Affiliates
meetings at the Dressler Center unless otherwise noted

Botanical / Culinary Arts
Somerset Garden Club: Contact Nerita Brant,
814-445-2840, colonel38@comcast.net
Meeting 2nd Monday of the month, 11 am.

Needle / Fabric Arts
Crochet Guild: Contact Sheena Pile at 4442519. Meeting 2nd and 3rd Monday of the
month, 6 pm.
Knitting Guild: Contact Susan Barclay, 4432482. Meeting 2nd Thursday of the month,
6:30 pm at Somerset Alliance Church. Weekly
group 10:30 am at members’ homes.

Performing Arts
Laurel Highlands Chorale: Contact Jan Burkett,
443-3085 for more information. Rehearsals 7
p.m. Mondays at Somerset Church of the
Brethren.
Mt. Union Sacred Harp Singers: Rehearsal 2nd
Thursdays of the month, Kingwood Church of
God (Jan-Mar), Mt. Union Church (other
months).
Roof Garden Barbershop Chorus: Contact
Mike Mitchell, 442-8843, or Larry Shober, 2674042. Rehearsal Tuesday evenings, Grace
United Methodist Church, Somerset.
Somerset Auxiliary JSO: Contact Sam Hanson,
814-754-5230, or Gay Reed, 814-279-7134.
Meeting 1st Thursday of the month, 12:30
p.m. Location TBA.
Somerset County Community Band: Contact
Dave Breen, photo@davebreen.com, 7011515 or email photo@davebreen.com.
Rehearsals summer will begin March 21.

Visual Arts
Gem & Mineral Club: Contact Sue Bittner, 4456085, or Bob Tutko, 814-886-9418.
Somerset County Artists Association: Contact
Jeanne Wagle at 863-840-2823. Meetings 6
p.m. fourth Thursday of the month.
Woodcarvers: Contact Jeff Baltzer, 814-4426617. Meeting 6 p.m. Wednesdays.
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Knitting Guild to celebrate 300th meeting
The Laurel Highlands Knitting Guild will be celebrating its 300th
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 14 in the Fireside Room of
the Somerset Alliance Church. The Guild was formed for the purpose
of teaching and preserving the art of knitting and is an affiliate of
Laurel Arts.
The guild has provided knitted items including hats, scarves,
chemo hats, blankets, lap robes, and baby items to organizations
such as Birthright, Salvation Army, Somerset Oncology Center and
veteran groups. They also hold workshops, have knit-alongs, travel
to knitting events, provide education and workshops, and are always
willing to help those who wish to learn to knit. If you would like
more information about the guild, email April at hyett@verizon.net.

Community band to begin rehearsals
Somerset County Community Band will begin rehearsals for its
31st season at 7:15 p.m. Thursday, March 21 at Somerset Area
Junior High School (orchestra/band room). Members will gather in
the cafeteria at 6 p.m. for pizza. New members are welcome to
attend. For information, call Dave Breen, 701-1515, or email him at
photo@davebreen.com.

SCAA to meet in March for annual critique
Somerset County Artists Association will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
March 26 for its first meeting of the new year and its annual
critique. Members are invited to bring a recent piece of work to
share with the membership. Marie McNerny will also be collecting
art that evening for display at My Girls Deli and Catering in
Somerset. Gallery on Gazebo (an art gallery and tea shop to be
located in downtown Johnstown) is also accepting “Tea-Related Art”
for an exhibition to coincide with its grand opening this spring.
Contact Bridget Mayak for information (mayak2@hotmail.com).

JSO explores Musical Friendships
JSO will explore Musical Friendships at a concert beginning at
7:30 p.m. April 13 at Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center. Brahms's
friendship with Joseph Joachim was one of the most collaborative
and productive in the history of music.

Chorale prepares for Jamboree
Members of Laurel Highlands Chorale are preparing for a
JAMBOREE at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, May 5 and again at 7 p.m. Monday,
May 6 at Somerset Church of the Brethren. This year’s spring
concert will include some southern gospel including I’ll Fly Away and
Lift High the Name of Jesus, as well as a few folk songs, including Oh,
Susanna and Appalachian Fiddler. For more details or tickets,
contact Dorene Friedline at 926-3610 (evenings) or 442-0460
(daytime).
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Welcome spring with a new hobby or interest!
Wood Plank or Pallet Painting
Saturday, March 9, 3 p.m., Dressler Center
We are excited to be working with Gilda Jagger Studios to
bring a fun Saturday of wood painting to Somerset! You
will go home with a beautiful piece you will enjoy for
many years or with something that will make a special
gift. This is not a follow-along of one painting. Grab some
friends or come solo and meet some new people. If you
would like, bring your favorite beverage and snacks.
Recommended painting age for kids is 15. Crafty kids age
12+. Children younger are welcome to try if they come
with an adult who will be assisting them. Register at
www.GildaJagger.com

Art with Nature

buy any materials ahead of this lesson. After the
information session in the first week, students will be
responsible for purchasing materials needed for the
project. This is not included in the class fee.
You may start a 3' X 5' rug or a 10" X 16" placemat. Either
will give you the knowledge and experience to make as
many rugs as your heart desires!
Cost for the class is $75 nonmembers/$60 members.
Fees for materials are not included in the cost.
Registration is required. Former students are welcome to
visit, show off your work or ask a question.

St. Patrick’s Day Cake Creations
Sunday, March 17, 2-4 p.m., Education & Dance Center

Wool Braided Rug Making

Join Professional Cake Decorator Keri Brown for yet
another amazing decorating workshop. This month’s
theme is St. Patrick’s Day! Keri will walk you step by step
through creating this beautiful cake. Students will each
have their own individual cake to work on and take
home.
Class fee is $20 nonmembers/$16 members payable to
Laurel Arts plus a $15 materials fee payable to Keri
Brown. This class fills up quickly and is limited to 14
students.

Session begins Tuesday, March 12, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
followed by classes March 19, 26, April 2 & 9, 5:30-8 p.m.

Crafting Jojo Style

Sunday, March 10, 2-4 pm, Education & Dance Center
Today we will be using rocks, sticks, wood slices and
other things found in nature to make some amazing
artwork. You won't believe what we can create from
items found in the outdoors! Class fee: $25
nonmembers/$20 members payable to Laurel Arts plus a
$10 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck.

We are happy to have instructor Lisa Meyers return to
Laurel Arts for another one of her beautiful rug making
classes. This class teaches a machine free, gadget free,
ancient method of making braided rugs. Braided rugs and
other homemade rugs are the ultimate recycling
projects. Going back to prehistory, mankind has always
recycled. These rugs, when cared for properly, become
heirlooms. Learn all the techniques and problem-solving
skills needed to create a quality rug. Since this is a craft,
the skills will be developed in each student according to
their needs. The "art" part is in the selection of color
combinations.
The first lesson is one-hour or so to go over all the proper
materials: needles, thread, thimble, scissors and a lesson
on color theory to help you personalize your project. No
need to bring anything unless you want to make sure it is
correct. Handouts are given with each night's lessons.
This is a very important session and cannot be missed.
There will be plenty of time for questions. Please do not

Saturday, March 23, 2-4 pm, Education & Dance Center
Create some beautiful bows today with instructor
Marsha Schmuck. We will also craft a bow holder to
organize your bows. We will use Jojo as our inspiration
for today's creations. Class fee: $25 nonmembers/$20
members payable to Laurel Arts plus a $12 materials fee
payable to Marsha Schmuck. This workshop is best suited
for ages 4-13 but we will accept any age.

Stained Glass Workshop
Session begins Monday, March 25, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Education & Dance Center
Join the talented and always fun instructor Dottie
Borosky and learn the beautiful art of stained glass.
Dottie’s classes are 6-week sessions. The current one
began Monday, January 14, although you may enroll
anytime. Class fee: $57.60 for members; $72 for nonmembers. There is also a materials fee (associated cost
depends upon the project).

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: All classes except drop-in require pre-registration. Text or call Marsha at 814-442-6217 or
call Laurel Arts at 814-443-2433 to register.
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Don’t hesitate … classes fill up fast!
Pysanky Eggs

Benjamin Bunny Workshop

Thursday, March 28, 5-8 pm, Education & Dance Center

Saturday, April 6, 2-4 p.m., Education & Dance Center

Pysanky is a traditional craft originally done in Ukraine
and Poland. Join instructor Alicia Shussett as she helps
you create one of these beautiful eggs. Students will
learn to add patterns to their eggs using the traditional
method involving wax and various colors of dye. This
class is just in time to decorate or to make a gift for
someone special for Easter. Class fee: $45 nonmembers/$36 members payable to Laurel Arts plus a $7
materials fee payable to Alicia Shussett.

Join instructor Susan Wilson for a hopping good time at
her Easter Workshop. Students will learn about author
Beatrix Potter and read the story of Benjamin Bunny.
They will create several bunny crafts including an
adorable one made from clothespins. Susan will also
introduce her very own live bunny and teach the class
step by step how to draw him. Cost: $20 nonmembers/
$16 members payable to Laurel Arts plus $10 materials
fee payable to Susan Wilson.

Gelatin Printing Workshop
Saturday, March 30, 11 am-2 pm, Education & Dance
Center
Allow nature to be your MUSE! Join Artist Edward Maier of
Eddie Spaghetti Art for an afternoon of creative
printmaking. Gelatin printing uses a pan of Knox Gelatin
which is covered with waterbed ink. This spontaneous
printing process creates unique prints using leaves and
other elements of nature. Each participant will be able to
create several unique works of art without having to draw.
Class fee: $40 nonmembers/ $32 members payable to
Laurel Arts plus $7 materials fee payable to Edward Maier.
Children under 12 are half price with a paid adult. All ages
are welcome to attend this class.

Succulent Terrarium Building Workshop
Sunday, March 31, 2-3:30 pm, Education & Dance Center
Class Instructor Autumn Harrold will be showing us some
creative tips on how to build an amazing terrarium
complete with succulent plants. Amanda has started her
own business called Planter's Farmhouse and has already
held several classes. We are so excited to have her teach
here at Laurel Arts. She will provide students with all of the
materials needed to build a beautiful terrarium including a
container, succulents, dirt, rocks, etc. If you have a piece
you would like to bring along to add, please feel free to do
so. You are also welcome to bring food and drink along for
yourself as we build and create together. All ages are
welcome but we ask that children under 12 be
accompanied by an adult. Class fee: $20 nonmembers/ $16
members payable to Laurel Arts plus a $15 materials fee
payable to Amanda Harrold.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: All classes except drop-in
require pre-registration. Please text or call Marsha at 814442-6217 or call Laurel Arts at 814-443-2433 to register.

Zentangle Workshop
Saturday, April 13, 1-4 p.m., Education & Dance Center
Learn to draw the complicated designs you see in adult
coloring books. De-stress and relax using simple,
meaningful strokes and a philosophy of no mistakes. No
experience in drawing is required. Certified Zentangle®️
Instructor Mary Kay Watson will give a brief history of
how Zentangle®️ began, why it is a healing and
meditative art form and how it differs from other forms
of art. She will explain how it can be utilized in other art
expressions like quilting, pottery and more. Students will
receive a small Zentangle®️ illustrated bag filled with all
the materials needed for the class and extra, to work on
at home. The whole point of Zentangle®️ is that it teaches
people, who aren’t artists, what artists have always
realized … that art relaxes, refreshes and puts you in a
better zone for life. Class fee: $25 payable to Laurel Arts
plus a $20 materials fee payable to Mary Kay Watson.
Materials fee includes canvas bag, zentangle illustration,
paper tiles, pens, pencils.

Creating with Legos
Sunday, April 28, 3-5 p.m., Education & Dance Center
All of today's projects with Instructor Marsha Schmuck
will have to do with Legos. We will have fun as we build,
create a Lego style bank, and a tasty Marshmallow Lego
treat. If you love Legos, you won't want to miss this class.
The fee for this class is $25 nonmembers/ $20 members
payable to Laurel Arts plus a $15 materials fee payable to
Marsha Schmuck. This workshop is best suited for ages 4
-13 but we will accept any age. Under 4 must be
accompanied by an adult.
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Coming in May … (here before you know it)
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Education & Dance Center staff …
Brianna Smail
Education & Dance Center
Administrator
Amanda Bergstresser
Lead Dance Teacher

Couponing for Beginners by Cathy Tunstall
Friday, May 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Dressler Center
Join us for a couponing workshop with Cathy Tunstall. Cathy has saved
countless dollars on groceries through couponing. During today's class, she
will share her tips and strategies to help you save, too. Folders with
handouts, fliers, coupons, etc. will be provided. Class fee: $22 nonmember/
$17.60 members payable to Laurel Arts plus a $7 materials fee payable to
Cathy Tunstall for materials.

Dance Instructors
Cindy Breen
Megan Edwards
Melissa Gindlesperger
Aubree Maus

May the 4th Be With You!
Saturday, May 4, 10 a.m., Education & Dance Center

Angela Fullard
Preschool Teacher

Are you a Star Wars fan? You won't want to miss today's class if you are!
Fun you will have! We will turn an ordinary sock into BB8, craft an R2D2
from a jar, mix up some delicious Wookie Cookies, and more. The fee for
this class is $25 nonmembers/ $20 members payable to Laurel Arts plus a
$10 materials fee payable to Marsha Schmuck.

Patricia Ohler
Preschool Aid
Marsha Schmuck
Fundraising Coordinator &
Preschool Aid

Papercutting Pop-ups
Saturday, May 4, 1-3:30 p.m., Dressler Center
Join experienced papercutter Kathy Reed for an afternoon of learning to
make cut paper pop-ups. They're not really magic. The surprises just seem
that way. Students will learn basic techniques to create "open up"
collapsible designs that can easily be mailed. These step-by-step paper
engineer techniques are fun to make and share. The cost for the class is $15
non-member/$12 members payable to Laurel Arts plus a $5 materials fee
payable to Kathy Reed.

Drop-in classes
Yoga with Hazel Weighley
Drop-in yoga classes are offered from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mondays
and Thursdays; and 5 to 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays at the Dressler
Center. Instructor is Hazel Weighley. Classes are drop-in, and are $6.40 for
members, $8.00 for non-members. Call 443-2433, for more information.

Tap FUNdamentals with Cindy Breen
Drop-in adult tap class is offered from 9 to 10 a.m. Saturday mornings at
Laurel Arts Education & Dance Center. Classes are $6.40 per class for
members, $8 for nonmembers. In March, we’ll learn the Irish, the Double
Irish and the Irish Washerwoman … dance to Lord of the Dance and I’m
Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover! We have some shoes available if you don’t
have your own. For more information, email cindy@atlasprintco.com.

601 Georgian Place, Somerset
814-443-1835
office@laurelarts.org
What summer dance classes
would you like us to offer?


Intro to Dance for young
people



Ballroom for Couples



Summer intensives for serious
dance students



Ballet Barre Workout
Let us know
(office@laurelarts.org)

Thank you to …
Ameriserv
Barbera Law
Citizens Neighborhood Bank, A Division of Riverview Bank
Clark Hunter Foundation
Randy & Barb Davies
Harvey Frankel, DMD
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Highland Tank
Luther P. Miller & Alan and Lana Miller
Riggs Family Foundation
Riggs Industries
Rotary Club of Somerset
Somerset Trust Company
UPMC Health Plan
Wheeler Family Charitable Trust
Wheeler Bros. Inc.

Laurel Arts is partially funded by a
grant from the Pennsylvania Council
on the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Arts.
Other foundations and agencies
providing support to Laurel Arts are:
The Community Foundation
for the Alleghenies
Somerset Borough
Somerset County

… for your generous support of Laurel Arts

Current resident or

4 to 7 p.m. March 24, Oakhurst Grille & Event Center
Get tickets at the Education & Dance Center

Father-Daughter Dance

PO Box 414
Somerset, PA 15501

An Evening in Paris

Laurel Arts
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